Pastoral Care:  It Goes Both Ways
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As we move into the season in which we remember the birth of our Savior, it is a good time to think about pastoral care.

Pastoral Care is one of the SWEEP ministries at Emmanuel Memorial Episcopal Church (SWEEP stands for Stewardship & Service, Worship, Evangelism, Education, and Pastoral Care).  It focuses on what we do for each other as members of the same parish family.  This ministry has four major focus areas.  One area is the pastoral care parishioners receive from our clergy and how we, the congregation, minister to them in return.  A second area is the Parish Nurses who provide blood pressure screenings and are available to discuss health-related issues.  A third area is St. Luke’s Guild, whose members pray daily for those on our parish prayer list.  Finally, the Helping Hands ministry connects parishioners who need help with those who can provide it.  

Sooner or later, you may need help.  You might need a driver to get you to a doctor’s appointment.  You might need someone to bring a meal to you or just to visit you.  You might need temporary babysitting.  You might need a small home repair or yard work.  Your parish family is ready to help, but you need to let us know how we can serve you by contacting the church office.  In Acts 20: 35, we read that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  However, if nobody will receive, how can anyone give?  Allowing some one to help is itself a blessing.

Sooner or later, someone else in the parish may need help that you can provide.  But you need to offer it.  Matthew 25: 34 - 40 says:

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  35 for I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me in; 36 naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee?  Or athirst, and gave thee drink?  38 And when saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in?  Or naked, and clothed thee?  39 And when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?  40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.”

Treating each other as brothers and sisters in Christ is one way we serve our Lord.  Your church can let you know when someone is in need, and you can let us know when and how you can help.

Please remember your church family when you need help.  Please remember your church family when your help is needed.

